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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

NORTH BETHESDA TRANSITWAY

STUDY

This study focused on private sector financing of transit
improvements between North Bethesda business and commercial
areas and the Grosvenor Metrorail Station. As part of this
study, an investigation was made of the feasibility of
using any of a number of advanced vehicle and guideway
technologies commonly referred to as "People Movers".
Recognizing the potential applicability of other transit
technologies such as light rail or enhanced bus service, we
have designated the potential alignment as a transitway to
better reflect the potential for a wide range of transit
services. The body of the report refers to "People Mover"
throughout and should be interpreted as referring to a
transitway.

Faced with roads choking with traffic, a burgeoning
employment center at Rock Spring Park and an expanding
regional retail center at Montgomery Mall, the Montgomery
County Department of Transportation’s Office of Planning
and Project Development commissioned this study to explore
the feasibility of implementing a transitway system to
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connect Rock Spring Park and Montgomery Mall with the
Grosvenor Metrorail Station. Together this major regional
mall, with associated retail buildings totaling 1.5 million
square feet in size and with 4,100 employees, and Rock
Spring Corporate Park, with about 15,000 workers, have as
many jobs and retail/commercial activity as downtown San
Antonio, Texas. They have the economic attributes of a
downtown, but they are not physically arrayed 1like a
typical, concentrated, pedestrian-oriented central business
district. 1In coming years, employment at Rock Spring is
expected to increase to about 29,000 to 37,000 depending
upon the land use plan selected for the North Bethesda-
Garrett Park Master Plan now being developed. Montgomery
Mall will add another 1,200 employees under current
development plans.

Located 2 to 2.5 miles from the Grosvenor Metrorail
Station, this part of North Bethesda is now served by
Montgomery County Ride-On and Metrobus service, but bus
commuters only account for a small percentage of those who
travel to the area daily. For example, about three hundred
daily riders now commute to Rock Spring Park by bus. The
major goal of building a transitway or people mover is to
provide an integrating force to create a more cohesive,
transit-accessible, pedestrian-oriented suburban center
which will convert automobile users to transit riders thus
lessening traffic congestion and improving air quality.



iv

THE PEOPLE MOVER CORRIDOR

The three people mover alternatives studied with their
associated alignments are shown in Figures 1, 2, and 3.
One basic corridor emerged as we examined possible ways to
place a people mover alignment between Grosvenor Metrorail
Station and Rock Spring Park and Montgomery Mall. In
locating alignments our objectives were to maximize use of
existing public rights-of-way, minimize environmental and
neighborhood impacts, keep potential capital costs in
check, and maximize access to potential people mover
patrons. The slight differences in alignments are almost
entirely the result of the differing needs of the three
modal technologies we selected.

Beginning at Montgomery Mall with a station on Westlake
Terrace adjoining a commuter lot and the bus terminal, the
alignment proceeds east to bridge the I-270 West Spur
alongside the planned Fernwood Road Bridge. The alignment
follows Fernwood Road to the IBM property where a station
would be integrated into one of the planned IBM buildings.
Leaving IBM property, the alignment follows Rock Spring
Drive to enter the undeveloped Davis property which is
proposed for development by the Davis/Camalier Family.
Depending upon the zoning for this site which emerges from
the North Bethesda-Garrett Park Master Plan, a people mover
station would be integrated into a building on this
property. The alignment leaves the Davis property, crosses
0l1d Georgetown Road and follows the ramp down to the East
Spur of I-270 where it is in the median, or alternatively
to the side, of the roadway. It leaves the I-270 right-of-
way to cross to Tuckerman Lane following a stream valley



between the Grosvenor Park townhouses and the Timberiawn
Crescent II Apartments. It proceeds east to Grosvenor
Metrorail Station in the right-of-way of Tuckerman Lane
turning south after crossing Rockville Pike to a station
parallel with the existing rail station.

PEOPLE MOVER MODES

The attributes of people movers which attract users are
their speed, reliability--they run on their own guideway so
aren’t at the mercy of snarled road conditions--frequency
of service, and small-scale, modern, sleek designs which
lend themselves to integration with buildings. People
movers are electrically-powered, usually driverless, with
vehicles that resemble smaller versions of Metrorail cars.
The systems run in a fixed guideway with the vehicles being
supported by either steel wheels, rubber tires, magnetic
levitation, or cushions of air. Propulsion can be provided
by linear induction motors, cable drives or the more common
electrically-powered wheels. The number of people mover
systems in the world is growing rapidly with applications
ranging from airports and amusement parks to downtowns
including Miami, Detroit and Sydney, Australia. They serve
as connectors, circulators and distributors for trips begun
using some other mode. In Miami and Toronto, people mover
systems connect with Metrorail-like rail rapid transit
lines distributing trips from the rail rapid lines as is
proposed in North Bethesda.
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